
Edward the Elder Primary is a school where 
all learners are happy, in an environment 
based on trust and support. 

We will settle for nothing less than excellence 
in our drive for achievement wherever this 
can be found.



Aims of our Phonics Meeting

▪ To give you a better understanding of how we teach 
Phonics and how we are using ‘Floppy’s Phonics’ to support 
reading progress at Edward the Elder.

▪ To share how you can support your child at home with 
developing their phonics and reading skills.

▪ To provide you with some simple resources to use at home.



What is Phonics?
Phonics is the teaching of reading by developing awareness of the 
sounds in words and the corresponding letters used to represent 
those sounds.

It develops phonemic awareness – the ability to hear, recognise and 
use the sounds within words.

Children are also taught the correspondence between sounds and 
the letters that represent them.

p-o-t



Learning
▪ Daily phonics lessons take place in school – through Reception to Year 2. Nursery begin 

phonics when ready through a less structured way of listening to and hearing sounds.

▪ All school shave been advised to teach Phonics through the use of a DFE accredited scheme. 
We have chosen to use:

▪ Children will learn phonemes…then learn to blend them together to form digraphs, trigraphs, 
words and sentences.



Terminology – A Quick 
Guide
▪ Phonemes – Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in 

the English language.

▪ Graphemes - How a phoneme is written down. There can be more 
than one way to spell a phoneme.

▪ Digraph – When two letters make one sound – d-u-ck

▪ Trigraph – When three letters make one sound – n-igh-t

▪ Helpful Words – words that are read by sight – ‘the’, ‘he’, ‘she’ etc. 



Learning to Read
Segmenting

Breaking a word into sounds in order to read or 
spell it. 

Blending
Putting the sounds together in order to read it. 



School have 

purchased a 

wonderful 

range of 

resources, 

both 

practical 

and online, 

to support in 

our teaching 

of this 

scheme.





*Floppy’s Phonics has 5 
levels in all. Reception 
pupils will start at Level 
1+.

*Starting with individual 
phonemes and building 
up to include digraphs 
and trigraphs.

*All sounds should be 
read in a ‘pure’ way to 
ensure that words can be 
blended accurately.

*Each sound has a 
picture which relates to it 
– this is a super way for 
children to remember 
each sound.



How does the scheme progress?

Nursery: Environmental sounds.

Reception – Year One: Levels 1+ 
to 5.

Year Two: Revise and recap all 
previous teaching.



Our aim is for pupils to be 
able to recognise and 
read sounds up to Level 5 
confidently by the end of 
Year One.



Helpful 
Words

These cannot 
be blended to 
read. They 
must be 
learned ‘on 
sight’. These 
are the words 
your children 
bring home.



•Every Year 1 child in the country will be taking the 
phonics screening check in the same week in June.

•The aim of the check is to ensure that all children 
are able to read by the end of  Year 2.  

•This ‘midpoint check’ will ensure that 
we have a clear understanding of 
what the children need to learn in 
Year 2.



•The check is very similar to tasks the children already complete 
during phonics lessons. 

•Children will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and blend the 
sounds together.eg d-o-g – dog

•There are 40 words for the children to read.

•The focus of the check is to see which sounds the children know 
and therefore the children will be asked to read made up 
‘nonsense’ words.

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=phonics+segmenting&start=83&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&addh=36&tbm=isch&tbnid=4hkhmDNNH3HuvM:&imgrefurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/2012/03/07/phonics-help/&docid=Lh1Yvg-kLUVVQM&imgurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/dog-phonics-flashcard.jpg&w=630&h=400&ei=aOh9T9W9H8v58QPSi7GmDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=625&vpy=221&dur=41&hovh=179&hovw=282&tx=180&ty=82&sig=117638893342511017181&page=5&tbnh=149&tbnw=253&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:83,i:9
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=reading+clipart&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&tbm=isch&tbnid=nwlEY6_5A5p2CM:&imgrefurl=http://www.chumpysclipart.com/illustration/1674/picture_of_a_grinning_worm_with_glasses_reading_a_book&docid=ra3hgKiWkQ10tM&imgurl=http://www.chumpysclipart.com/images/illustrations/xsmall2/1674_picture_of_a_grinning_worm_with_glasses_reading_a_book.jpg&w=345&h=350&ei=veh9T8HrLcSG8gP0z6CRDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=272&sig=117638893342511017181&page=2&tbnh=145&tbnw=143&start=20&ndsp=25&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:20,i:176&tx=56&ty=57




•The screening will take place throughout one week 
in June.  The children cannot retake the test at any 
other time so it is very important your child is in 
school during this week.

•The check has been designed   so 
that children of all abilities will be 

able to take part. 



•The children will complete the check one at a time 
in a quiet area of the school. 

•A familiar adult will conduct all of the screening 
checks with the children. 

•The screening will only take between 
5-10mins with each child but the 
children are under no obligation to 
complete the task in any set amount 
of time.



How can you help?

Identifying Sounds

Helpful Words

Segmenting and Blending



Phonics - At Home
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